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SUBJ: US-TUNISIA JOINT COMMISSION-PEACE CORPS 

FOLLOWING IS EMBASSY SUGGESTED PRESENTATION IN SUBCOMMISSION 
ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ON ACTIVITIES OF PEACE CORPS IN 
TUNISIA. ACTUAL PRESENTATION TO BE MADE BY PEACE CORPS 
DIRECTOR ERVIN, AS NOTED STATE 234640. 

1. QUOTE IN US FISCAL YEAR 1976 THE PEACE CORPS PLANS TO 
CONTINUE ITS ACTIVITIES IN REPUBLIC OF TUNISIA IN FIELDS 

OF ENGLISH TEACHING, AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT, 
HEALTH AND MEDICAL CARE, VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND ARCHI- 
TECTURE AND URBAN PLANNING. WE FORESEE A TOTAL OF ONE 
HUNDRED THREE VOLUNTEER MAN-YEARS IN THESE PROGRAMS WITH 
EXPENDITURES OF $773,949 DURING THIS PERIOD. THE PEACE 
CORPS IS PLANNING TO INCREASE LEVEL OF ITS ACTIVITIES IN 
TUNISIA IN YEARS TO COME SO THAT IN FISCAL YEARS 1977 AND 
1978 THERE WILL BE A TOTAL OF ONE HUNDRED TWENTY TWO VOL- 
UNTEER MAN YEARS PER YEAR WITH EXPENDITURES OF APPROXIMATELY 
$900,000 PER YEAR. 

2. TEACHING OF ENGLISH (TEFL) CONTINUES TO BE PEACE CROPS' 
LARGEST PROGRAM IN TUNISIA, BUT ITS COMPOSITION IS BEING 
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WILL RESULT IN INCREASED EMPHASIS ON PARTICIPATION IN ENGLISH 
TEACHING PROGRAMS AT FACULTE' DES LETTRES OF UNIVERSITY OF 
TUNIS, INSTITUTE OF PRESS AND JOURNALISM AND BOURGUIBA 
INSTITUTE'S NEW PROGRAM OF ENGLISH FOR SPECIAL PURPOSES 
(SUCH AS MEDICINE AND BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION). TEFL 
SPECIALISTS (LINGUISTS AT MASTERS AND PHD LEVEL) WILL WORK 
IN DEVELOPMENT OF ENGLISH CURRICULA AT BOURGUIBA INSTITUTE, 
NATIONAL ENGINEERING SCHOOL AND NATIONAL TEACHER TRAINING 
SCHOOL. 

3. PEACE CORPS’ AGRICULTURAL PROGRAM IN TUNISIA IS A SPECIALIST 
PROGRAM DESIGNED TO UTILIZE FULLY VOLUNTEER'S SKILLS WITHIN 
TUNISIAN PRIORITIES. PARTICIPATION WILL CONTINUE IN EXTENSION 
WORK IN BEEF AND DAIRY FIELD IN COLLABORATION WITH USAID AND 
OTHER DONORS WHILE NEW EMPHASIS WILL BE GIVEN TO AGRICULT- 
URAL EDUCATION AT SECONDARY SCHOOL AND TRAINING CENTER LEVEL. 
VOLUNTEERS ARE SCHEDULED TO CONTINUE WORK IN COLLABORATION 
WITH CARE/MEDICO IN CONSTRUCTION AND REBUILDING OF POTABLE 
WATER SOURCES IN RURAL AREAS UNTIL JANUARY 1976 AND MAY 
ENGAGE IN OTHER RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS AFTER THAT TIME. 

4. INCREASED EMPHASIS IN HEALTH AND MEDICAL CARE WILL BE 
GIVEN TO RURAL AREAS WHILE CONTINUING WORK IN URBAN HOSPITALS 
AND AT NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF NUTRITION. THIS EMPHASIS WILL 

BE DIRECTED THROUGH PMI CENTERS AND RURAL HEALTH CLINICS AND 
NUTRITION PROGRAMS. 

5. THE VOCATIONAL EDUCATION PROGRAM, NOW IN ITS THIRD YEAR, 
SEEKS TO ASSIST TUNISIAN EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM IN MEETING DE- 
MANDS PLACED ON IT FOR SKILLED TRADESPEOPLE. THERE HAVE 
BEEN DIFFICULTIES IN THE PAST IN OBTAINING ENOUGH VOLUNTEERS 
IN THIS FIELD, BUT WE ANTICIPATE IMPROVED ACTIVITY IN THIS 
PROGRAM THIS YEAR. 

6. TUNISIA'S NEAR SELF-SUFFICIENCY IN QUALIFIED ARCHITECTS 

AND URGAN PLANNERS WILL CAUSE CURRENT GROUP OF VOLUNTEERS 
IN THIS FIELD TO BE THE LAST. AFTER CALENDAR YEAR 1975 RE- 
QUESTS IN THIS PROGRAM WILL BE ON AN INDIVIDUAL PLACEMENT 
BASIS. 
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7. AS IN PAST, EFFORTS OF PEACE CORPS IN TUNISIA WILL CON 
CENTRATE ON ASSISTING TUNISIA IN REALIZING ITS DEVELOPMENTAL 
GOALS WHILE MAINTAINING ORIGINAL GOALS OF PEACE CORPS ITSELF, 

TO SUPPORT DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS THROUGH TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
WHILE PROMOTING INTERNATIONAL UNDERSTANDING. UNQUOTE. 
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